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: The twelve friends

LUKE5, 6:12-16

TP

" he began to heal those who were i, the news spread like
wildire.

L
Bveryone who heard Jesus was amazed at his teaching, It
vas all 50 new. And he spoke with such authority, When

 People came from far and near, and Jesus was busy
from morning till night. He never had a moment to
himself. Wherever he went, crowds gathered. He was

~often tired. But he never turned people away.

One day there was such a crowd on the lake-shore

the people from there.
‘Afterwards Jesus told Peter to go out further, and

Row me a little way out,” he said. And he taught

183

“Now,’ Jesus said, as they made for the shore, ‘I
want you to leave your fishing and come with me.
From now on you'll be catching people!”

Not all of Jesus’ friends were fishermen. One day

Jesus went out and saw a tax collector called
Matthew, sitting in his office.

‘Follow me!” Jesus said. And Matthew did!

Men like Matthew collected tax from the Jews to
pay the Romans. They often grew rich by charging far
‘more than they should have done. So it wasn’t
surprising they were hated and despised.

Matthew gave a feast for Jesus at his house. The
religious people were shocked that Jesus went.

‘Fancy mixing with people like that,” they said.

“P’m like a doctor,” Jesus answered. ‘I treat people
who are ill, not those who are well. I have come to
bring these men and women back to God.”

At night, when the crowds went home, Jesus often
went up into the hills to a lonely place where he could
be quiet and pray. Sometimes he prayed all night. After
along night of prayer, Jesus chose twelve of his loyal
followers to be his special friends:

Peter and Andrew; James and John; Philip and
Bartholomew (Nathanael); Matthew; Thomas; James
(son of Alphaeus); Simon; Judas, and Judas Iscariot
(who later betrayed him).

These twelve men went everywhere with Jesus.
They were his closest friends and he was their teacher.

the wonderful things he did. And he
to them what God had sent him to do:




